
 

Holy Redeemer Parish 
Founded 1886 

17 Joy Ave. Webster Groves 63119 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Mass:  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm  
 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am  
 

Weekday:  M-F 6:15 am & 8:15 am 
    
Holy Days: See Bulletin Announcements  
 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Tuesday 9:00 am until Wednesday 6:00 am  
  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.   
 
Rectory/Office:  314-962-0038  
 
Website:  www.holyr.org   
 
Pastor:     Reverend Kevin Schmittgens 
Assoc. Pastor: Reverend Eugene Schaeffer 
Deacon:   Patrick Waldschmidt 
Deacon:   Stephen L. Murray, M.A. 



 

 Monday, May 22 
 St. Rita of Cascia 
 Acts 19:1-8  John 16:29-33 
 6:15 am: Joseph F. & Kathryn H. Darpel 
 8:15 am: Mick Hahn 
  
 Tuesday, May 23 
 Acts 20:17-27  John 17:1-11a 
 6:15 am: Lemoine & Virginia Skinner 
 8:15 am: Joseph Hartmann & Family 
                (Special Intention) 
     
 Wednesday, May 24 
 Acts 20:28-38  John 17:11b-19 
 6:15 am: John Heagney 
 8:15 am: Parish Purgatorial Society   

 Thursday, May 25 
 St. Bede the Venerable, St. Gregory Vii,  
 St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 
 Acts 22:30,23:6-11 John 17:20-26 
 6:15 am: Rita Jacobsmeyer 
 8:15 am: Mardel McGuire 
 

 Friday, May 26 
 St. Philip Neri 
 Acts 25:13b-21  John 21:15-19 
 6:15 am: Lemoine Skinner III 
 8:15 am: Casper & Mary Louise Sack 
 

 Saturday, May 27 
 St. Augustine of Canterbury 
 5:00 pm: Frank & Lucille Boyer 
     
 Sunday, May 28 
 Pentecost Sunday 
 Acts 2:1-11  1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 John 20:19-23 
 7:30 am:People of the Parish,Elizabeth Dolan 
 9:00 am: Agnes Hess 
 11:00 am: Pepple Family 
        

 

Catie Barnes 
Joe Cantalin 
Jamie Christy 
Salvatore Colletti 
Torni Corno 
Bethany Curtis 
Gayla Daugherty 
Susy Dolan 
Janet Doubek 
John Dwyer 
Patrick Fox 
Claire Galli 
 

Mick Hahn 
Ruth Henry 
Cletus Henry 
Daniel L’Ecuyer 
Teresita Manubay 
Johanna Marnatti 
Ginny Miller 
Kenneth Moire 
Bob Nawrocki 
Will Newman 
Barbara Oates 
Don Pokorny 
 

David Schilli 
Rick Slais 
Bev Straub 
Mary Swift 
Kathy Timpe 
Judie Tucci 
Ken Wetzel 
Patricia Wilhelm 
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Your Gifts to God and Parish. 
Thank you! 

Special Collections: 
 

May 21 - Catholic Communication Campaign 
May 28 - Catholic Home Missions Appeal 

MAY 21, 2023                                                 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Fr. Kevin Schmittgens, Pastor fatherkevin@holyr.org   Holy Redeemer School (314) 962-8989 

Dea. Stephen Murray, M.A. stephen-murray@sbcglobal.net   School Secretary office@holyr.org 
Dea. Pat Waldschmidt patrickwaldschmidt@archstl.org   Todd Senzig, Music Director music@holyr.org 
Parish Office (314) 962-0038     
Parish Office Hours Mon-Fri  9 am - 4:00 pm   Mike Huggins, Youth Director youth@holyr.org 
Bulletin Deadline Monday at Noon   Parish Council parishcouncil@holyr.org 
Laurie Medley, Parish Secretary lmedley@holyr.org   St. Vincent De Paul Helpline (314) 289-6101  Ex 2250 

Carol Herber, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@holyr.org     

Fr. Eugene Schaeffer,             fathergene@holyr.org  Mrs. Pam Galluzzo, Principal principal@holyr.org 

5/14/23  Actual Budget 

 Envelopes $             8,953 $           14,150 

 Online $             4,750  

 Total $           13,708 $           15,450 

YEAR TO DATE  $        261,583 $       279,000 

You Are Invited! 
 
Please join us this afternoon as 
we honor Fr. Kevin and celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of his  
Ordination! 
 
All are invited to stop by during 
the Open House Reception from  
2-4pm in the Church Meeting 
Room  
 
 



 
     
 
 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
 
St. Ferdinand in Florissant. (One Year) 
St. Sebastian in Dellwood. (Five Years) 
St. John Gildehaus in Villa Ridge. (Eight Years) 
Immaculate Conception in Union. (One Year) 
St. Joseph Neier in the Union area. (Eighteen Years) 
St. Francis Borgia in Washington. (Three Years) 
Holy Redeemer in Webster Groves. (Four Years…and count-
ing) 
 
It has been quite a journey. Each parish, a joy.  Each year, a 
good one.  And so many memories.   
 
  So many good priests I have served with, many of whom 
have passed to the other side of life.  
  Teaching an eighth grade class my first year. (And subse-
quently seeing them grow up into amazing individuals.) 
  Baptizing infants and then years later, baptizing their chil-
dren. 
  Presiding at weddings and then years later, presiding at their 
children’s weddings. 
  Faculty basketball games and bicycle bar tours with the facul-
ty of Aquinas-Mercy. (Was I really that young?) 
  Directing theatre productions at A-M and Borgia. (Sound of 
Music, See How They Run, Annie, Godspell, Anything Goes, 
Pippin, Barnum, Mame, The Fantasticks, Into the Woods, Guys 
and Dolls - to name a few) 
  Acting in theatre productions at the local community college, 
East Central.  (Of Mice and Men, the Scottish Play, The Pirates 
of Penzance, 1776, Man of La Mancha, Noises Off) 
  Great times with the faculty of Borgia. (River Otter Hockey 
Games, Vegas Trips, countless Friday afternoon ‘faculty meet-
ings’ at local Washington establishments) 
  Building two new buildings one at Neier and one at Borgia. 
(Talk about getting shoved out of your comfort zone!) 
  Fun and hilarious times in the classroom. (Occasionally, my 
students actually learned something.) 
  And throughout the entire time, the constant and consistent 
support of my family and friends. 
 
There were some difficult times, to be sure.  The loss of my 
mom in 1986, my dad in 1994, my little sister in 1999 and my 
big brother in 2013.  There were funerals that only the grace of 
God guided me through.  A triple funeral in 2003 of three young 
men killed in a car accident, held at Union High School to ac-
commodate the crowd comes to mind, as does the funeral of a 
student I had known her entire life, may have been the only 
time I felt like I couldn’t get up and speak about her. I was too 
broken.  (I made it through.)  
 
And then there was the funeral of Dakota. 
 
Dakota was a two year old who was murdered by his mother’s 
boyfriend.  (Yep, you read that correctly.). I knew Dakota’s 
great-grandparents and they asked me to do a service at the 
funeral home.  I called the funeral director to get the lay of the 
land.  “Would his father be there?” I asked.  “Oh, no,” the direc-
tor told me, “he is not around.”  OK, I thought, that would be 
one less aspect of this mess with which I would not have to 
deal.  I couldn’t fathom the bitterness, the acrimony, the anger 

and hatred if the father of the slain child was in the same room 
as the mother whose “friend” had taken the life of his little one.  
That afternoon I boldly strode into the funeral home only to 
hear the sound of blood-curdling masculine wailing at the 
child’s casket.  Wha?  Dad had shown up.  The calculus of grief 
I had to deal with that day just became exponentially more 
complicated.  I learned two great lessons that afternoon.  
Sometimes, you have to just dive into the uncomfortable and 
awkward, you have no choice. And when you are faced with 
this impossibly unsettling situation, only the grace of God gets 
you through.  It was one of those moments (and I’ve had many) 
when I knew definitely that I had made the right decision to 
follow the call to the priesthood. 
 
That is the cool thing about life, even the moments that make 
us flinch and cringe can be life-giving and enriching.  But 
only if we allow it. 
 
The biggest downside has been the horrible crimes committed 
by my brother priests. I could have done without the clergy 
scandal over the past forty years, but even in that ordeal I have 
experienced deep grace.  After it all hit a couple of years back, 
one of my former students wrote me a beautiful letter express-
ing her support.  Her kind words were an antidote, an anti ven-
om, for the hatred and disgust that many people have for 
priests, no matter their guilt or lack thereof. And whenever it 
comes up in the news again, I know there are so many people 
surrounding me, past and present, whose backing and love I 
can count on.  After one particularly difficult experience, I went 
to the home of one of my parishioners to anoint her son Ron-
nie, who was physically and mentally handicapped from a vi-
cious childhood disease.  That day I was feeling particularly 
sorry for myself.  Needless to say, after encountering Ronnie 
and his remarkable spirit, I was fine (better than fine) and I re-
solved NEVER TO FEEL SORRY FOR MYSELF AGAIN.  Ron-
nie died in December of 2003, but I will always carry in my 
soul the extraordinary and eternal gift he gave me that day. 
 
It has been a great forty years.  Only God knows how much 
longer He will allow me to serve his holy people.  But even if it 
were to end next week, it has been quite a ride. 
 
One last thing.  I want to thank the faculty here at Holy and 
all the students of our school who were so gracious to me 
last week at an all-school Mass.  I was humbled by your 
generosity and affection. Thanks.  Thanks also to all the 
parishioners here at Holy that have made these last four, 
somewhat unconventional years, fun and fulfilling. 
 
 
 
 

Father  Kevin 



Lifeteen! 
 

LifeTeen meets tonight at 7pm in 
the Church Meeting Room. All High 

School Teens invited.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          You are invited to join other 

Holy Redeemer  
parishioners every Tuesday. 

 
Adoration: begins at 9:00 am Tuesday  

and continues through Wednesday  
before the 6:15 am Mass. 

 
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

Pray for Peace in Ukraine at 7:15 pm 
 

Reconciliation: 7 - 8pm on the FIRST Tuesday of 
the Month 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION 

 
Please Pray for Our Military: 
 
2nd Lt. Connor Doran - Army 
Capt. George Hardin - Army 
Airman Ethan Baer - Navy 
Sean Haug - Navy 
2nd Lt. Max Hartrich - USMC 
Capt. Riley Konzen - USMC 
Pfc. Logan Smith - USMC 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to add your family member, please email the rectory 
at lmedley@holyr.org. 

Schedule Notes: 
 
May 21 - Reception for Fr. Kevin. 2-4pm. Church Meeting 
Room 
May 25 - Men’s Club Bags Tournament 
May 28 - GAMAM Food Collection 

Wedding Banns: 
 

Pamela Bliss & Dennis Sullivan 
 

Date of Marriage:  June 2, 2023 
 



Lector & Extraordinary Minister Assignments 

 
Date 

 
Mass 
Times 

 
Lector 

 
Extraordinary  

Ministers 

May 27 5:00 pm Bob Hanson Katie Mank 
Maureen Werner 

May 28   7:30 am Pat Futhey Ellen Fusz 
Ann Fusz 

May 28   9:00 am Jerry Baum Mary Ziegelman 
Carol Devanny 

May 28 11:00 am Tricia Reh Terri Gaffney 
Theresa Jeevanjee 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Give A Meal A Month 
 
I will be collecting non-
perishable food items and per-
sonal hygiene products on 
Sunday, May 28th and bring-
ing them to the Webster-Rock 
Hill Ministry that week.   
 
Please be generous and place 
items in the large blue contain-
er in the back of church 
marked GAMAM.  They truly 
appreciate every donation we 
make to help their 
Ministry work.   
 
Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, we recognize the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon us. In this moment, as Archbishop Rozanski prepares to share the future 
structure of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, we are struck by the constant need for 
Pentecost to happen in our Church each and every day. It is the Spirit that allowed 
the early Church to move from fear to courage - from silence to a bold proclamation 
of the Gospel. As we have arrived at this moment in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 
this indeed is a new Pentecost for us. 

 
After nearly two years of gathering data and feedback, Archbishop Rozan-
ski will announce his decision regarding All Things New on Saturday, May 
27, the day before Pentecost. 

 
Pastors will be sharing information regarding the announcement as it pertains to 
their parish at all Masses Pentecost weekend, as well as through their usual com-
munication outlets. On Saturday evening, information regarding all parishes and 
priest assignments will be posted on allthingsnew.archstl.org 

 
As we prepare our hearts to be open to follow where the Holy Spirit will lead us, 
consider joining parishioners all over the archdiocese in praying a Novena to the 
Holy Spirit in the days leading up to Pentecost. The Novena prayers and audio can 
be found at allthingsnew.archstl.org/Resources/Novena-to-the-Holy-Spirit. 

 
Let’s continue to pray for each other as we discern the best path toward a renewed 
Catholic presence in every part of our archdiocese. 



HR HAITI COMMITTEE “SPONSOR-A-STUDENT PROGRAM” 
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
 For over 19 years, our Haiti Committee has been sponsoring children at St Therese of the Infant Jesus School 
in our twining parish in St Jean du Sud, Haiti.  This program allows HR parishioners and friends to donate $125 per 
school year per student to pay tuition for the children in the St Jean area who would otherwise be unable to attend 
school.  Additional money is also needed to allow Sister to purchase needed books and supplies for the school chil-
dren.   
 Due to the unrest and the rampant inflation in Haiti, the amount to sponsor  a student this year has been in-
creased to $125.00. 
 Anyone can be a Sponsor-A-Student donor.  Just complete and return the attached form to the rectory or drop 
it in the collection basket OR you can go to www.holyr.org – OnLine Giving – Sponsor A Student to make your dona-
tion.  Please note in the comments that you are sponsoring a student. 
 If you have any questions, please feel free to call Corky Bahr (314-520-3899) or email hjcfbahr@prodigy.net.  
Please send you donation by August 1, 2023 so that we have time to let Sister know how many students are spon-
sored.  May God bless you for helping the children in St Jean du Sud, Haiti. 

*****  *****   ******  ******  ******  ******  ******  **** 
SPONSOR-A-STUDENT FOR 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR 

I/We will sponsor _______Student(s) at $125 per student 
 
Additional Amount $_______Books/Supplies or Partial Tuition 
 
Total of $______________Check Payable to Holy Redeemer Haiti S-A-S 
 
Name________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________   email______________ 

The weather is breaking and we look forward to an opportunity to strengthen the comradery with-
in our community.   
 

Please join HR Men’s Club for our SPRING BAGS TOURNAMENT on Thursday, May 25th  in 
the back parking lot of HR. Tournament starts promptly at 7:30 pm. This will be our 
5th tournament since 2020 and we have had a strong turnout in past events.   
 
This is a great opportunity for new members of the Parish/School to meet others throughout the 
HR community and see what our Men's Club is all about.  OR, if you've been in the parish for 
years but have found yourself a little disconnected lately, please come out and see us, whether 
you plan to play in the tournament or not. The winner will select a charity of your choice to donate 

all proceeds minus expenses.  
 
Please register your team if you plan to play or just show up and enjoy the socializing. This will help us plan for food 
and beverage purposes. Questions or to register please contact Mike Wazlawek at MWazlawek@polsinelli.com 
 

Call for Nominations to the Haiti Committee 
 
At our July meeting, the HR Haiti Committee will be voting in the officers and 
chairs for our next fiscal year.  The officer positions include the Chairperson, Sec-
retary, and Treasurer while the chair positions include Education, Fundraising, 
Medical, Dental, Food Security, and Public Outreach.  In addition to filling these 
leadership roles, we are interested in anyone with expertise in agriculture, water 
sanitation, grant writing, or solar power installation.  Come join the team!  All of 
the work by the HR Haiti Mission supports our twinned Catholic parish in St. Jean 
du Sud, Haiti.  Inquiries and nominations may be directed to Jim Baum 
(jabaum54@gmail.com; 314-853-7747).   



Norbert Krekeler, brother of Mary Ann Baum 
Rosemary Rowe,sister of Sr.Angela Senyszyn,OSF 
Stephen Serati, son of Marlene 
Michael Miana, friend of the Serati family 
Peter Schreiner, grandson of Audrey Schreiner 
Jim Serati, son of Marlene Serati 
Jean Marie Darcy, sister of Mike & Sue Darcy 
Julia Furey-Bastian, niece of Rob & Jane Furey 
Patricia J. Doubeck, mother of James 
Rita Hill, sister of Germaine Schlueter 
Ken Johnson, friend of Faith & Deeds Fletcher 
Joan Martin 
Terry Jordan, friend of Marlene Serati 
Sarah McCready, aunt of Michelle Mikosz 
Brendan Mahoney, son of Pam & Peter 
Joan Dailey, mother of Mary Schurk 
James L. Dubek - father of James  
Anne Radovich - mother of Phyllis Hartrich 
Jim Siebel, son-in-law of Barbara Oates 
Pat Geiss, mother of Tim Geiss 
Allison Alexander 
Judy George, friend of Carol Devanny 

Bethesda Orchard Residents 
Mary Ann Borage, mother of Pam Rogers 
Nazareth Living Center Residents 
Evan Hummel, grandson of Bob & Janet Hart 
Leah Taylor, friend of Pam Mahoney 
Tricia Peckham, daughter of Kate & Bob Nawrocki 
Ann Hattrich, sister of Kate Nawrocki 
John Coburn, brother of  Pat Consiglio 
Mary Moran, sister of Pat Consiglio 
Rick Thomas, friend of Deeds & Faith Fletcher 
Brad Buck, son-in-law to Jim & Kathy Baum 
Robby Johnson, friend of Kathy Robinson 
Donna Hohgrefe-Waters, mother of Suzy Streeter 
Katie Fechter— Sister in Law of Barb & Gary Roufa 
Jane Wegert - Mother of Todd Senzig 
Marie Senzig - Aunt of Todd Senzig 
Kim Lakamp - Niece of Laurie Medley 
Andy Baumgart - nephew of Steve & Geri Baumgart 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR  
SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
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