
 

Holy Redeemer Parish 
Founded 1886 

17 Joy Ave. Webster Groves 63119 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Mass:  
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm  
 

Sunday: 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am  
 

Weekday:  M-F 6:15 am & 8:15 am 
    
Holy Days: See Bulletin Announcements  
 
Eucharistic Adoration:  
Tuesday 9:00 am until Wednesday 6:00 am  
  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Saturday: 4:00 to 4:45 p.m.   
 
Rectory/Office:  314-962-0038  
 
Website:  www.holyr.org   
 
Pastor:     Reverend Kevin Schmittgens 
Assoc. Pastor: Reverend Eugene Schaeffer 
Deacon:   Patrick Waldschmidt 
Deacon:   Stephen L. Murray, M.A. 



 

 Monday, February 27 
 St. Gregory of Narek 
 Lev 19:1-2,11-18 Matt 25:31-46 
 6:15 am: Pete Senden 
 8:15 am: Hugh Vincent Doran   

 Tuesday, February 28 
 Isaiah 55:10-11 Matt 6:7-15 
 6:15 am: Roger Walz 
 8:15 am: Huff Family (Special Int.) 
     
 Wednesday, March 1 
 Jonah 3:1-10 Luke 11:29-32 
 6:15 am: Lemoine & Virginia Skinner 
 8:15 am: Frank & Lucille Boyer   

 Thursday, March 2 
 Esther C:12, Matt 7:7-12 
 6:15 am: Joseph F. & Kathryn H. Darpel 
 8:15 am: Ed Smith 
 

 Friday, March 3 
 St. Katherine Drexel 
 Ezekiel 18:21-28 Matt 5:20-26 
 6:15 am: Parish Purgatorial Society 
 8:15 am: Francis & Margaret Russell 
    
 Saturday, March 4 
 St. Casimir 
 Deut 26:16-19 Matt 5:43-48 
 5:00 pm: Maria Argentina Perez Abaunza 
      
 Sunday, March 5 
 Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gen 12:1-4a 2 Tim 1:8b-10 Matt 17:1-9 
 7:30 am: Barbara Rudder 
 9:00 am: St. John de Sud Parish 
 11:00 am: People of the Parish 
 
        

 

Catie Barnes 
Joe Cantalin 
Salvatore Colletti 
Torni Corno 
Bethany Curtis 
Gayla Daugherty 
Susy Dolan 
Janet Doubek 
John Dwyer 
Patrick Fox 
Claire Galli 
Ruth Henry 
 

Cletus Henry 
Daniel L’Ecuyer 
Teresita Manubay 
Johanna Marnatti 
Mardel McGuire 
Ginny Miller 
Bob Nawrocki 
Will Newman 
Barbara Oates 
Don Pokorny 
Do Reis 
David Schilli 
 

 
Rick Slais 
Peggy Smith 
Mary Swift 
Steve Thompson 
Kathy Timpe 
Judie Tucci 
Ken Wetzel 
Patricia Wilhelm 
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Your Gifts to God and Parish. 
Thank you! 

Special Collections: 
 

Black & Indian Mt. issions - Feb 5 

    

 
REST IN PEACE 

 
Mardel McGuire 

Mother of Katie Garner 
 

Bob Kilgore  
Husband of Carol Jean 

 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon 
them. May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of 

God, Rest in Peace. 

FEBRUARY 26, 2023                                                FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

Fr. Kevin Schmittgens, Pastor fatherkevin@holyr.org   Holy Redeemer School (314) 962-8989 

Dea. Stephen Murray, M.A. stephen-murray@sbcglobal.net   School Secretary office@holyr.org 
Dea. Pat Waldschmidt patrickwaldschmidt@archstl.org   Todd Senzig, Music Director music@holyr.org 
Parish Office (314) 962-0038     
Parish Office Hours Mon-Fri  9 am - 4:00 pm   Mike Huggins, Youth Director youth@holyr.org 
Bulletin Deadline Monday at Noon   Parish Council parishcouncil@holyr.org 
Laurie Medley, Parish Secretary lmedley@holyr.org   St. Vincent De Paul Helpline (314) 289-6101  Ex 2250 

Carol Herber, Bookkeeper bookkeeper@holyr.org     

Fr. Eugene Schaeffer,             fathergene@holyr.org  Mrs. Pam Galluzzo, Principal principal@holyr.org 

2/19/23  Actual Budget 

 Envelopes $             6,884 $           15,250 

 Online $             5,183  

 Total $           12,067 $           15,250 

YEAR TO DATE  $        106,211 $       115,750 

“It is written: ‘The Lord, your God, shall you wor-
ship and him alone shall you serve.’”     
MATTHEW 4:10 
 
Tempted between the riches and power of this world and 
service to God, Jesus chose service to His Father.  If we 
wish to truly follow Jesus, we, too, must decide to turn 
away from worldly power and riches and put God at the 
center of our lives.  Lent is our time to prune ourselves 
of earthly things, and develop and nurture heavenly 
things.  Lent is time to repent and let go of the other 
“gods” we have put before God. 



 
     
 PASTOR’S CORNER 

 
An Idea for Lent 
Here’s a suggestion: Turn off the TV, the radio, 
and put down the device and read a book.  
(Unless you like to read on your device.) 
 
“What should I read, Fr. K.?” 

 
Glad you asked.  How about 
something written by Holy Re-
deemer Parishioners?  I have 
two great books for you. 
 
Places to Pray  
by Patrick Murphy 
 
Hot off the presses and ready 

for Lent.  Patrick has spent the last year and a 
half traveling the state of Missouri photographing 
and exploring various churches and religious 
sites.  What he discovered was a rich tradition of 
cathedrals, churches, shrines, monasteries and 
convents.  His pictures alone tells the story of the 
faith of Catholics dotted across the landscape.  He 
visited sites in the St. Louis area, Kansas City and 
outstate Missouri.  Interspersed within his vivid 
travelogue, he talks of various religious practices 
and modes of prayer, often misunderstood by non
-Catholics (and maybe even some Catholics).  
Several of the churches I have ministered at are 
featured in the book (including a glamour shot of 
Holy Redeemer).  This book takes you from the 
magnificence of the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis 
(truly one of the most beautiful churches in the 
world) to the simple, stark, unpretentious church 
of St. Patrick’s of Armagh near Catawissa, Mis-
souri.  (I went with Patrick on this pilgrimage. I 
celebrated two weddings in this austere church – 
with NO electricity.  And even though it is no 
longer an official parish in the Archdiocese, it still 
has a Parish Picnic run by Catholics and 
Protestants alike.  Truly an amazing place.)  
 
Patrick’s book is one that you can leave on your 
desk and pick it up every day and read an entry 
or two, something you can ponder throughout 
your day.  The book itself is a prayer book of 
sorts.  And if you feel adventurous, he gives you 
the addresses, phone numbers and websites of 
the various places so that you can go there in 
person.  I could see families heading out on day 
trips on a Saturday or Sunday during Lent to go 
visit these various sites.  For instance Our Lady of 
Sorrows in Starkenberg would make a great out-
ing, and the kids might get a kick out of going to 
Our Lady Help of Christians in Frankenstein. 
 
This Sunday afternoon, Patrick will have a book 
signing at our rectory from 2 to 4pm  (Hope you 
didn’t give up wine for Lent.) 

 
On Fire by John O’Leary 
 
When I went to Houston a couple of weeks back, 
my cousin Sheila was incredibly gracious and hos-
pitable.  As a gift, I sent her a book on the Holy 
Land (we are going next October) as well as John 
O’Leary’s book, On Fire.  And then I thought to 
myself, I hadn’t read John’s book yet. Duh!  So I 
downloaded a copy. 
 
Wow.  Most of you know the outline of John’s sto-
ry, but the book delves deep into a universal sto-
ry of tragedy and triumph.  What amazed me 
most about the book is the fine line between be-
ing a victim and being a victor.  Most everyone 
has been burned by life in some way or another.  
Everyone nurses their own scars. Yet the differ-
ence between finding the fullness of life and wal-
lowing in the pit of self-pity is slight.  John’s pro-
posal is that those who thrive and those who 
don’t, both say the same thing (WHY ME?) but 
the perspective is radically different, and that 
makes all the difference.  
 
If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes an ar-
my to bring a child back from the brink.  And 
John was blessed to have an army on his side.  
From the heroics of his brother and sisters, to the 
skill of his doctors, to the attention to cleanliness 
of the janitor in his hospital, to the determination 
of the nurse who helped him to walk again, to the 
inspiration of Jack Buck, to the legions of people 
holding him up in prayer, he had his army.  But it 
is John parents who had the biggest impact on 
me as I read.  With equal blends of love, tough 
and compassionate, their foresight and for-
giveness helped mold him into the man he is to-
day.  It takes vision, a long view, to tell your 
young son who lost his fingers, that he best learn 
how to feed himself.  It takes vision, a long view, 
to tell your young son who almost killed himself 
and burned your house to the ground, that you 
still love him.  It is a remarkable story, and I 
have only shared with you a minute fraction of 
what he discloses.  To put it bluntly: You cannot 
read this book and not be transformed. 
 
Both of these books are perfect for the Lenten 
season. 
 
 

Father Kevin 



Schedule Notes: 
 
 

Mar 5 - Donut Sunday in the Church Meeting Rm 
after 9 and 11am Masses 
 

Mar 7 - 9-11:30 am CWL Morning of Reflection 
 

Mar 22 - 7:00pm: Parish Penance Service 
 

Mar 26 - 3:00 pm: St. Francis Borgia Choir pre-
sents Musical Stations of the Cross at Holy Re-
deemer 
Mar 31 - Fish Fry! 
 

Lifeteen!  

Meets tonight at 7:00 pm 
In the Church Meeting Room. 

All High School Teens are Invited! 

 
 
St. Vincent de Paul News! 
 
Thanks to the enormous generosity 
of our parishioners, our St. Vincent de Paul confer-
ence was able to provide the means for the neigh-
bors we've served this year to have Thanksgiving 
and Christmas meals and other benefits for their 
families this holiday season.   
 
We also helped a family who tragically lost their 
home and two family members in a fire, and they 
have moved into a new home with the financial sup-
port your generosity enabled.   
 
Knowing our neighbors have faced higher costs for 
food, lodging and transportation, our parishioners 
opened their hearts and rose to the occasion and 
far beyond, and we want to express our deep ap-
preciation.  If you know of anyone who needs assis-
tance, please have them call our hotline at 314-289-
6101, mailbox 2250. 

Mark your calendars now for the Catholic Women’s 
League Morning of Reflection. Additional details to 
follow!  

Lenten Offering: Making Haiti Green Again 
 
This year, the Annunciation and Holy Redeemer parishes in 
Webster Groves MO will participate in a Lenten Offering to sup-
port our twinned parish in St. Jean du Sud Haiti, specifically a 5-
year project called Making Haiti Green Again.  As with the 
2021 Goat & Chicken Project, this project is focused on im-
proving food security by increasing food production by small-
holder farmers while promoting sustainable farming practices. 

Decades of deforestation have degraded topsoil & agricultural 
productivity in Haiti, including St. Jean du Sud.  Any efforts to 
improve food security in Haiti will first need to address this envi-
ronmental challenge. This year’s Lenten Offering for the Haiti 
Mission will support the innovative efforts of a Haitian partner, 
the Smallholder Farmers Alliance (SFA), to promote reforesta-
tion, soil renewal, and better farming practices via its Tree Cur-
rency program. This program will establish a tree nursery in St 
Jean du Sud  and provide participants with agronomic training, 
quality crop seeds, and tools in exchange for planting and caring 
for the trees.  A farmer’s “sweat equity” becomes a form of cur-
rency.  The program, a cooperative venture between the SFA 
and the Timberland Company, has increased farmers’ yields 
by ~40% and income by 50-100% in other Haitian communities.  
To date over 5 million trees have been planted in Haiti through 
this collaboration. 

Examples of trees to be planted include mangoes, papaya, co-
conut, cashew, breadfruit and Spanish cedar.  The trees will be 

planted on degraded land and slopes, around water catchment 
infrastructures, in forest gardens on a farmer’s land, and in pas-
tures where fruit trees and livestock can coexist as a sylvo-
pastoral system.  Over time, the produce from these trees will 
supplement the food and income of the 400 participating fami-
lies.  A community seed bank will be created to provide these 
farmers with quality seeds for black beans and pigeon peas, two 
staple crops that are well adapted to Haiti’s climate.   

This initiative is made possible by the Raising Haiti Foundation 
which will provide ~47% of the funding for the 5-year program, 
roughly $74,000; the HR Haiti mission will provide the remaining 
~$84,000, in part through this 2023 Lenten Offering.  The goal 
after 5 years is to have self-supporting farmer cooperatives that 
continue the agro-forestry program, ensure access to high-
quality seed thru the community seed bank, and promotes sus-
tainable farming practices.  

Please consider giving a donation to this year’s Lenten Of-
fering.  A $75 donation sponsors a farmer for one year and ena-
bles the planting of ~40 trees.  A donation of $200 sponsors a 
farmer for 2 1/2 years and enables the planting of ~100 trees.  
Of course, any donation amount is welcome! 

For more information about Making Haiti Green Again, contact 
Jim Baum at jabaum54@gmail.com or call 314-853-7747. 



 
Please Pray for Our Military: 
 
2nd Lt. Connor Doran - Army 
Capt. George Hardin - Army 
Airman Ethan Baer - Navy 
Sean Haug - Navy 
2nd Lt. Max Hartrich - USMC 
Capt. Riley Konzen - USMC 
Pfc. Logan Smith - USMC 
 
If you would like to add your family member, please email the rectory at 
lmedley@holyr.org. 

 
 
 

You are invited to join other  
Holy Redeemer  

parishioners every Tuesday. 
 

Adoration begins at 9:00 am Tuesday  
and continues through Wednesday before the 6:15 am Mass. 

 
Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy  
Pray for Peace in Ukraine at 7:15 pm 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 
GAMAM 
 
I will be collecting non-perishable 
food for the Webster-Rock Hill Min-
istries and delivering it to them after 
Sunday, February 26th.   
 
Please place food items in the blue container In 
the back of church before the 26th.  Thank you 
for your continued generosity!  

TRACK REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
Registration for the 2023 Holy Redeemer Track & Field season 
is open!  Register NOW so that you don’t miss it – see link 
below! The Holy Redeemer Track & Field team is open to boys 
and girls in K–8, and the season is scheduled to run from 
March through May. 
 

https://www.teamsideline.com/sites/
cycsouthcentral/program/58419/2023-Track-
Holy-Redeemer  
 

Wine, Cheese, and  
Book Signing! 

 
You’re invited to the Holy Re-
deemer Rectory on Sunday, 
February 26 from 2 – 4 pm to 
gather, sip, munch and talk with 
the parish’s Patrick Murphy about 
his latest book, “Places to Pray: 
Holy Sites in Catholic Missouri.”  
 

Patrick spent a year driving around Missouri, vis-
iting churches, monasteries, and shrines in big 
cities and small towns, photographing and writing 
about them. Copies will be on hand, and a portion 
of the proceeds will go to the parish. Feel free to 
drop by.  

Bulletin News: 

Our bulletins are no longer being published by 
JSPaluch - our publisher is now LPi.  You can view our 
current bulletin on our website (holyr.org) or at  https://
www.parishesonline.com/organization/holy-
redeemer-parish-63119.  On that page, you can also 
subscribe to be notified when a new bulletin becomes 
available. If you have previously received the bulletin 
by email through JS Paluch you will have to re-
subscribe at parishesonline.com. Please con-
tact the rectory office: (email)lmedley@holyr.org 
(phone) 314-962-0038, if you need assistance. 

Good Samaritan Needed:   
 

We have a parishioner in need of a ride to 
Mass each week.  They live very close by 

but don’t have transportation. Please call the rectory if 
you can help. (314)962-0038.  



Interested in becoming Catholic?  
 
In the Rite of Christian Initiation, or RCIA, you will learn 
about the teachings of Jesus, as the Catholic Church has 
handed them on and also have the opportunity to partici-
pate in the life of the parish through service and prayer.   
 
If you or someone you know would like more 
information, please contact Mary Ziegelman 
(314) 968-2561 or the parish office (314) 962-
0038. 

Lector & Minister Assignments 

 
Date 

 
Mass 
Times 

 
Lector 

 
Extraordinary  

Ministers 

March 4 5:00 pm Bob Hanson Beth Mayer 
Paul Mayer 

March 5   7:30 am James Hardin Kathy Rehmer 
Mark Abad 

March 5   9:00 am Sara Johnson Sue Flanigan 
Rick Bischoff 

March 5 11:00 am Susanne Doran Janey Menner 
Pamela Mahoney 

 
Servers 

Elliotte Stahl, Teaghan Mank 
Annie Zipfel 

Chloe Drabik, Carly Satchell 

Abigail Tabeta, Lily Tolle 
Kennedy Tolle 

Henry O’Leary, Grace O’Leary 
Abigail Pardek 

 
 
 
 
 

You are Invited! 

The Stephen Ministry Team invites you to an Infor-
mational Meeting on Sunday, February 26 at 
10:00am in the Rectory Meeting Room. Join us 
to learn more about Stephen Ministry. If you would 
like to join the Ministry or would like to meet with a 
Stephen Minister or would just like to know about 
Stephen Ministry, please join us.  

For more information please contact Maureen Wer-
ner (314) 962-5079 or Laurie Medley in the Parish 
Office (314) 962-0038. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

Holy Redeemer Parish is 
looking for a Coordinator 
of Religious Education 
for the upcoming 2023-24 
school year.  
 
Primary responsibilities include: 
Coordination and oversight of the 
parish religious education pro-
gram (PSR) for students in grade 
levels 1 – 8.  Coordination and 
preparation for the Sacraments of 
First Reconciliation, First Eucha-
rist and Confirmation for parish 
students. 
 
Qualifications include exemplifying a 
love for the Catholic Church and its 
Sacraments as well as a passion for 
working with parents in educating the 
young people of our faith. 
 
Send resume to or for more infor-
mation, contact: Rev. Kevin 
Schmittgens, 17 Joy Avenue, Webster 
Groves, MO 63119 
(fatherkevin@holyr.org) 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING: 
 
The Holy Redeemer School Board will hold 
its monthly meeting on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28th, at 7:00 pm in the school library. 
If anyone wishes to address the board 
during the open forum session, please 
contact Principal Pam Galuzzo 
at principal@holyr.org.  

TUNE IN TO CATHOLIC RADIO THIS LENT! 
 

Journey through Lent with Covenant Network Catholic ra-
dio as your daily companion.  Excellence in broadcas ng 
combined with the Holy Mass, the Rosary, the Divine Mer-
cy Chaplet and other devo ons will help keep you focused 
on a frui ul Lenten season.  There will be special Lenten 
programming throughout the season to help you on your 
Lenten journey. Tune in to KHOJ 1460 AM or 96.7 FM, or 
listen any me on our Covenant Network app or at Our-
CatholicRadio.org.   



Norbert Krekeler, brother of Mary Ann Baum 
Rosemary Rowe,sister of Sr.Angela Senyszyn,OSF 
Stephen Serati, son of Marlene 
Frank Rohlfing, friend of Barb Oates 
Michael Miana, friend of the Serati family 
Peter Schreiner, grandson of Audrey Schreiner 
Jim Serati, son of Marlene Serati 
Jean Marie Darcy, sister of Mike & Sue Darcy 
Julia Furey-Bastian, niece of Rob & Jane Furey 
Patricia J. Doubeck, mother of James 
Rita Hill, sister of Germaine Schlueter 
Ken Johnson, friend of Faith & Deeds Fletcher 
Joan Martin 
Terry Jordan, friend of Marlene Serati 
Sarah McCready, aunt of Michelle Mikosz 
Brendan Mahoney, son of Pam & Peter 
Joan Dailey, mother of Mary Schurk 
James L. Dubek - father of James  
Anne Radovich - mother of Phyllis Hartrich 
Jim Siebel, son-in-law of Barbara Oates 
Pat Geiss, mother of Tim Geiss 
Allison Alexander 

Judy George, friend of Carol Devanny 
Bethesda Orchard Residents 
Mary Ann Borage, mother of Pam Rogers 
Nazareth Living Center Residents 
Ski-Li Smith, friend of Mary Ann Baum 
Ben Herndon, nephew of Phyllis Matteuzzi 
Evan Hummel, grandson of Bob & Janet Hart 
David Pegue, brother of Phyllis Matteuzzi 
Leah Taylor, friend of Pam Mahoney 
Tricia Peckham, daughter of Kate & Bob Nawrocki 
Ann Hattrich, sister of Kate Nawrocki 
John Coburn, brother of  Pat Consiglio 
Mary Moran, sister of Pat Consiglio 
Rick Thomas, friend of Deeds & Faith Fletcher 
Charlie LaBarge, grandson of Jack & Mary LaBarge 
Brad Buck, son-in-law to Jim & Kathy Baum 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR  
SICK RELATIVES AND FRIENDS 
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